By JEFF MAHONEY
~ The Spectator |
 TORONTO .

harly Chiarelll’s father used t_o
= cheek his fly and brush his -
‘W fingers through hishair
whenever the phone rang, as thnugh

preparing himself for company.

" The first time Charly and his brother played the
stereo they bought with money saved up from sell-
ing The Spectator, their father stared into the
turntable, his face almost pressed against the
recﬂrd as thoughhe were staringintoawell.
* And when the music stopped, he kept gazing at
the machme. saying, “Tanka you. Tanka you.”
“He was. our pa, the extra-terrestrial,’’ says
Chmrelli laughing with his throaty, booming
‘laugh, as he rehearses his one-man play Cu Fiu at
_the Artword Theatre in Toronto: -
~ Cw’Fu? (So who did it?), written and perfnrmed-
by Chiarelli, compresses his Sicilian-Canadian ex-
perience gmwing up in Hamilton in the ’50s and-
'60s into a series of family vignettes, woven
" around the death of hisfather. - -
It is by turns achingly tender and deliriouuly.
funny, with the versatile Chiarellljumpmg Inand
out of several sldnsdurmgthen]ayshnur-and%'
'mmuta runningtime.
- Ong moment he is his blustery, aggressive broth
~er; the next, his rock- solid immigrant mother;
-and the next, his perplexed, comical father. Then
_'of course, he is himself, at various ages. -
‘In one magical scene, he illustrates his mother’s
ability as a “reader of faces.”
- “She knew &t the market Whu to buy from 'Ynu
 buy sausages from the _
. man with the head that

iiﬁtens-,’ she would tell

: I:J.E."

Once, in the grocery

store, she and two of
her boys reached the

cashier when Mamma .
- discovered her purse

‘missing.

.. 48he . want back

' the” whole
-store ‘imking into peo-
. ple's faces. Then, in one

alsle, she. stopped a -

- wuman,“ - and here

"mot‘her 5 Sici]ian al-
'loyed with snatches of
- broken Eng]ish as she
" confronts the woman
about her purse.

«She’s blocking the .

wornan’s cart, and the

‘woman is saying, ‘Get "
“out of my way, you °

. crazy wop,’ and we are

- trying to pull her away,

saying, - ‘Mommia,
- maybe if'snot her.”

- Butthen, withthe re-
 flexes of a cat his moth-

er plungesher arm into
the woman’s handbag

Mﬂsautmepurae. |

HOES, into his -

NEED m-aiw

" WHAT: Cu'Fu {So who

did 1t?), Charly —
Ghiaretll 5 na-man

WHEH Fridays and

Saturdays at 8 p.m.,.
and Sundays at 2

. pun.amtil theend -

of October, -

. WHERE: Artword
- Theatre, 81

Portland St., #201.

=~ Phone number -
T {416]403&1146

- WHfD Charly - -

(Caolgero) Ghiaralli
{wrltet and gotor),

~Ronald Weths - -
- {director) md Jutj.irth

Sandifurd,g
[deslgner}

HAMILTON ::
... ENGAG Hr

Cu'Fu wilibe stag&d

—'Ih Hamilton atthe -
. Ontario Workers

Arts and Heritage -

"Centre, 51 Stuart
Strest, on Saturday,
Nov. 9 &t 7.30 p.m.



