Cu’Fu? on road aﬁaer
Qctober perfonnances

' By Greg Butlivk .
Whlg-Standand Staff Writer

REE-AND-A-HALF YEARS AGO,
Charly Chiarelli thought he’d have
fun doing this one-off performance

about Mfe in his Sjcilian family’s
household while growing up in Hamil- -
ton. Mare than 125 performances later,

Cu’fu? has become a musical play that

keepa Chiarelli so busy he's taken a

vear's leave of absence from his full.
time job as a social worker with the
‘Ministry of Health. -

He will perform Cu’Fu? the ﬁrst four

Sundays i October at Theatre 5,.and |

“then in November, takes it to the Van-
- couver Storytelling Festival for three
- performances. After that, it's on to the

. Artword Theatre in Toronto where he -
will perform ﬁi@ days a WEEI{ t‘nrr ﬂi‘e

" weeks.

It was at Artwnrd that {Ju'Fu'? was
first performed.:’

- “Iwasoneof. ﬁe nriginalfaundersof

. the Toronto International

‘Festival and they Wﬁnﬁéd me tﬂ dﬂ
something for it, so sorieone

- told about my family,” ss sﬁlﬂa:tﬂelli

.down as a play and with the help of
. several members of the local theatre

- commuinity that's what I did. Even now

5 I'mﬁnehmingitcnnstanﬂy"

The. pla}f is a géries of hilariousand
~ touchifig vignettes about kis Sicilian

parents and their struggle to make
- senseof theNew World, as well as sto-
. ries aboutC 11i’s youth in the '50s
and ﬁﬂa. Interaperseﬂ between the éto-

ries are traditignal Ttalian and blues
-songs played h:,r Chlarelh on the Tlar ;

. moniea. J

Cu’Fu? has hgen s0 papulnr mth |

- poth Italian and non-Italian audiences
that Chiarelli hias played it in a lot of

different venues: frrom the Internaﬂnn ]
al Starytemng]ibstival ini the Yukon to -

- -Canada Day in Toronto’s Nathan

Egtival 10 a swing throtgh
hur}', Thmerﬂﬂ}‘&zﬂ Kj.rklandl‘.ake

Italy.

] rand from Edmonton's
5' the o hetn Ontadio cities of Sud+. "

"3{ REE lt accnrdmg to my ﬂlldi-

..._en'cé's',} says Chiarelli. “It’ll be differ-

ent when I 46 it for high school stu-

dem.s than when it's done for seniors.
“For people who are Italian, it often

opens the floodgates of their memo-

‘ries. Ifeel great when [hear that.”

Soon the play may even go overseas.
“It’s been translated into Italian. hgf A

“Quieen’s professor, Donato Santet-
- amo,” says Chiarelli. “Sicilian 13&&&‘
| 'ferentlanguageﬂlanltahanwwehm

to be careful to leave bits of Sicilian
and English in the Itﬂlianmm '
“I think it’llwwk over there because

| Ita]y;hkeﬂamd&,ishecommgacnun

'tryot‘jmmigranﬁ
. Iput together some of the stories Thad

Currently Chiarelli is alsu working |

" on.a new play called Mangia Cake,
“Then somecne saggested [ 'writeit -

about the experiences he and his wife
and children had when they lived in

Italyfor ayear.

NOTJUETFUNNY STIIFT

“My mother never, learned how to
speak English so she couldn’t talk to
her grandchildren,” siys Chisrelli. “I
thought this would b& the easiest way

for my kids to learn Italian and I

thought1could bea blues musician:. .
“It’s not just furmy stuff, either, Hur

trip was delayed for gight rﬂnnths be-
-cause I got cancer and my wi& had to

have brainsurgery. And wherrwe did
go I had to have cancer treatments in |

“Emms ﬂne now though.
- 8o fine in fact, Chiarelli manages. tu

-ﬂnd time to keep his musical chops
" honed as part of the musical group
‘Beats Working that perfurma avery

-.:Tmesdaynmht atBrandees




